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From Hudson Bay to Amherstburg, from 
Kenora to Cornwall, heritage preservation 
has emerged as a major force in Ontario as 
public awareness of its social and economic 
value grows. 

The Ontario Heritage Foundation is proud 
to be a major player and partner in this 
movement, working in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Culture and Communications, 
other government and public bodies, 
corporations, and private citizens to provide 
leadership and support for a multitude of 
diverse activities. 

An agency of the Ontario Ministry of 
Culture and Communications, the Foundation 
is committed to the preservation, protection, 
and promotion of Ontario’s cultural, archae- 
ological, architectural, historical and natural 
heritage for the benefit and enjoyment of 
present and future generations of Canadians. 

It seeks to accomplish this mission through 
three principal means: 

e by providing technical assistance and 
financial support to individuals and 
groups involved in heritage 
preservation, 

e by accepting, holding in trust, and 
caring for gifts of provincially signifi- 
cant heritage properties and objects on 
behalf of the people of Ontario, and 

e by undertaking special initiatives itself 
in areas such as heritage tourism 
promotion and education. 


The programs of the Foundation are many 
and multifaceted. They range from the 
preservation and management of provin- 
cially significant heritage properties, owned 
by the Foundation and valued at $45 million, 
to the awarding of more than $1 million 
annually in grants for architectural 
restoration, archaeological projects, and 
historical research and publication. 

Foundation projects such as the restoration 
of the George Brown House and the Elgin and 
Winter Garden Theatres in downtown 
Toronto, administration of the Niagara 
Escarpment Fund and support for preser- 
vation of the Manitou Mounds archaeological 
site near Fort Frances are earning Ontario’s 
lead heritage agency a national reputation for 
innovation and excellence. 


‘‘Our slowly awakening concern 

for the conservation of both our natural resources 
and our human history is linked to a 

reawakening to the ancient idea of stewardship — 
our personal and collective responsibilities 

for the continuity of life and of civilization. 

What we have received we hold in trust 

for future generations.’ 


(ONTARIO HERITAGE POLICY REVIEW) 


Heritage: Making Sense and Cents 


Ontario’s heritage includes material 
resources such as buildings, art and archival 
collections, archaeological sites, artifacts, 
and natural heritage areas, and non-material 
resources such as inherited customs and 
traditions, oral history and skills. 

Heritage is the context within which our 
society has developed and within which we 
ourselves have developed. It provides us with 
asense of place, of time, and of continuity; it 
gives us a sense of ourselves. 

Responsible heritage preservation brings 
economic as well as social benefits. Heritage 
industries generate revenues and create jobs. 
Heritage sites attract tourists, and the 
restoration of heritage buildings is often 
cheaper than building new structures, is 
more labour intensive, and usually increases 
community land values. 
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WHO WE ARE 


The Ontario Heritage Foundation, which was 
established by the Province of Ontario in 
1968, operates under the Ontario Heritage 
Act and is directed by a board of private 
citizens appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council from all regions of the 
province. Each director has demonstrated a 
strong interest in preservation activities and 
is committed to making Ontario's heritage a 
living legacy. 

The board is divided into six major 
standing committees with responsibilities for 
specific program areas: trust property, 
archaeology, architectural conservation, 
history, natural heritage, and the Niagara 
Escarpment. The committees and full board 
meet quarterly, and the work of the 
Foundation is supported by the staff of the 
Heritage Branch of the Ministry of Culture 
and Communications. 

The Foundation relies on a variety of 
sources for funds to carry out its work: 

e anannual operating grant from the 
Ontario Legislature through the Minis- 
try of Culture and Communications, 

e dedicated grants for special projects 

undertaken directly by it, 

interest from reserve and general funds, 
rental income from properties, 

gifts of cash and property, and 

private sponsorship of programs 

and projects. 

Many projects have been made possible by 
the financial support received from all levels 
of government, agencies, corporations, 
organizations and individuals. 


HOW WE OPERATE 


Inits activities, the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation is guided by five major principles: 


Fostering Excellence 


The Foundation promotes high standards 
and innovative approaches to heritage 
preservation by providing leadership by 
example, expert assistance, and financial 
help for exemplary projects. 


Responding to Community Values 


The Foundation requires that projects and 
activities meet local community needs and 
desires and reflect Ontario’s multicultural 
society. It provides financial support to 
individuals and community organizations 
and establishes ties with heritage groups to 
share information and work cooperatively. 


Encouraging Participation 


Through stewardship, educational and 
communications activities, the Foundation 
promotes greater public participation in 
heritage preservation activities and the 
sharing, with the private sector, of custodial 
responsibilities for significant properties. 


Expanding Access 


By supporting travelling exhibitions, annual 
Heritage Week celebrations, restoration 
projects, special events, and publications, the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation makes Ontario’s 
past accessible to more citizens for 
educational and recreational purposes. 


Strengthening Partnerships 


The Foundation works in partnership with 
individuals and groups in the private and 
public sector to develop, administer, deliver, 
and fund its programs and projects, and is 
committed to encouraging community 
initiative and responsibility. 


“A gift of the past 
is a great present.’’ 


WHAT WE DO 


Trust Program 


If you give a gift to the Province of Ontario — 
a building or a painting, for example — itis 
held ‘‘in trust’’ for the benefit and enjoyment 
of the people of Ontario. 

The Ontario Heritage Foundation through 
its trust program is responsible for the 
acquisition, restoration, and management of 
provincially significant heritage properties 
held in trust, and for negotiating legal 
easement agreements to protect heritage 
properties under private ownership. 

Most Foundation properties — artifacts, 
works of art, historic buildings and natural 
heritage sites — are acquired by gift or 
bequest from public-spirited donors. 


Cultural Artifacts For many years, the 
Foundation fulfilled a vital role by collecting 
and holding in trust cultural artifacts and 
works of art which were housed in Foun- 
dation-owned properties and at museums 
and galleries across the province. Recently, it 
revised its collection policy and is now in the 
process of transferring many of its cultural 
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properties to other public institutions. The 
primary focus of its present collection policy 
is the acquisition of art and artifacts which 
relate to the history or interpretation of the 
properties it owns. 


Properties The Foundation owns some 

30 historic buildings, many of which are of 
national importance. Toronto’s Elgin and 
Winter Garden Theatre Complex, which is 
being restored under the federal-provincial 
Economic Regional Development Agreement, 
is of international significance. 

Whenever possible, Foundation properties 
are made available for community use. For 
example, the McMartin House (1830) in 
Perth is used by the Perth and District Senior 
Craft Fellowship, and the award-winning 
Ontario Heritage Centre (1908), restored as a 
showcase of early commercial architecture in 
Toronto’s financial district, serves as 
headquarters for many of the province's 
non-profit heritage organizations and as a 
conference and meeting facility for both 
non-profit and commercial users. 

The Foundation also holds in trust more 
than 20 natural heritage sites. These include 
the Fleetwood Creek Natural Area south of 
Lindsay and the 200-acre Great Manitou 
Island in Lake Nipissing. The latter is part of 
a nature reserve managed by the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Custodianship of the Foundation’s natural 
heritage properties is assigned to local 
agencies or organizations who undertake to 
ensure long-range protection of significant 
features, while at the same time permitting 
appropriate public access. 
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Heritage Easements Heritage easements 
are legal agreements that are designed to 
provide on-going protection to properties of 
heritage value. An important aspect of 
heritage easements is that the property 
owner agrees to seek the Foundation’s advice 
and approval before alterations are made to 
significant heritage features. An alternative 
to the outright acquisition of properties, 
easements advance heritage preservation in 
an economically sound and professional 
manner. The Ontario Heritage Foundation 
holds more than 120 heritage easements 
throughout the province. 


Niagara Escarpment Program 


The Ontario Heritage Foundation plays a 
major role in the protection and preservation 
of the Niagara Escarpment. 

It administers the $25-million provincial 
Niagara Escarpment Fund which is designed 
to provide adequate opportunities for 
outdoor recreation and education while 
protecting unique ecological, architectural, 
archaeological and historical areas. This is 
accomplished through parkland acquisition, 
promotion of private land stewardship, and 
public education programs. 

The Foundation also provides advice and 
grants to conservation authorities, provincial 
parks and other heritage organizations for 
the development of interpretive and public 
education programs, research and 
publications. 


Natural Heritage Program 


Citizen participation and agency cooperation 
are keys to the success of the Foundation’s 
natural heritage program, which seeks to 
protect significant natural sites ranging from 
wetlands and woodlands to grasslands and 
geological land formations. 

Although sites are acquired through gifts, 
bequests and donated funds, many others 
are protected through conservation 
easements, management agreements and 
stewardship award programs involving 
private landowners. 

The Foundation provides grants for land 
acquisition projects, research, public 
education and communication projects. It 
supports the work of the Natural Heritage 
League — a coalition of 28 private and public 
sector natural heritage organizations — and 
administers funding for the Carolinian 
Canada Land Protection and Stewardship 
Program, a cooperative effort between 
government and non- government agencies to 
protect 38 critical natural areas in 
southwestern Ontario. 


Archaeological Program 


The Ontario Heritage Foundation is 
responsible for advising the Minister of 
Culture and Communications on the licensing 
of all archaeological exploration, surveys and 
fieldwork in the province, and for monitoring 
the fulfillment of conditions associated with 
those licenses. This is to ensure that 
fieldwork and reporting are of a consistently 
high quality. 

The Foundation provides grants to assist 
graduate students in archaeology and to 
support archaeological research and 
publications in Ontario. It also initiates 
projects in the areas of education and 
communications. 

Current projects include support for the 
Hamilton-Scourge Feasibility Study, which is 
assessing the feasibility of raising and 
preserving the two armed vessels which 
sank in 1813 near Port Dalhousie. 


Architectural Conservation 
Program 


The Ontario Heritage Foundation assists in 
the preservation of architecturally and 
historically significant buildings by providing 
advice and awarding grants to individuals, 
organizations and municipalities for 
restoration projects, feasiblity studies, 
conferences, and research. 

It promotes high conservation standards 
through such initiatives as the publication of 
WELL-PRESERVED, a manual of principles 
and practices for architectural conservation. 
The 252-page manual is intended to provide 
all those involved in conserving built heritage 
with a common base of knowledge and 
principles. 

In its support for restoration projects, the 
Foundation is committed to keeping architec- 
turally and historically important buildings in 
active community use wherever possible. 
Examples of this include financial support for 
the restoration of the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception on the Old Fort 
William Reserve and the Oxford County Jail, 
now used by the Oxford County Board 
of Health. 

The Foundation’s work is supported by 
Ontario’s more than 190 Local Architectural 
Conservation Advisory Committees who play 
a major role in raising awareness of 
conservation issues and in protecting the 
province’s architectural heritage. 


Historical Program 


Through its historical program, the 
Foundation seeks to encourage, support and 
promote excellence in efforts to document, 
interpret and present Ontario's multifaceted 
heritage. 

It provides grants for research, publi- 
cations, exhibitions, and the staging of 
festivals, and initiates youth education and 
heritage tourism promotional projects. 

The Foundation is also responsible for the 
province's historical plaquing program which 
commemorates significant people, places, 
buildings and events. To date, more than 
1,100 plaques have been erected. 

Current priorities include broadening 
accessibility so Ontario's past can be enjoyed 
by more citizens, increasing awareness of the 
province's Franco-Ontarian heritage and 
multicultural past, and providing improved 
services to ethno-cultural groups and to 
Northern Ontarians. 

The Foundation also presents the popular 
‘‘Heritage Ontario’’ radio series which is 
aired on more than 50 English stations and 
seven French stations. 
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